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Korean Christian Colleges Gain Respect 

By David Agron, Ph.D. 

 Southern California is home to several prestigious Christian institutions of higher 

education.  Schools like Fuller Seminary and Azusa Pacific University attract many 

students to Korean-language degree programs.  However, some of the roughly 50 Korean 

colleges and seminaries are beginning to compete.  The key to their success is 

accreditation. 

 It is not uncommon to find Fuller or Azusa Pacific students studying in libraries 

of World Mission University or Bethesda Christian University.  Bethesda boasts the 

largest Korean-language library in America.  World Mission boasts the largest Korean-

language, theological library in America.  Not surprisingly, these two schools are 

pioneers in American accreditation. 

 Bethesda Christian University was the first local Korean school to gain academic 

accreditation.  Bethesda is associated with the Yoiddo Full Gospel Church.  It started 

seeking accreditation with about 50 bachelor students.  In 1997, Bethesda reached the 

first level of membership in an accrediting association:  candidate status.  Immediately, it 

advertised that Bethesda would soon be able to distribute Federal Student Financial Aid 

to students with Green Cards or citizenship.  It also advertised that Bethesda graduates 

could now go to prestigious graduate schools.  Indeed, many Evangelical graduate 

schools will accept graduates of schools that are candidate members of this accrediting 
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agency.  Being the first school to become a candidate made Bethesda a magnate for 

transfer students from other Korean schools.  Bethesda grew from 78 bachelor students in 

1996 to 112 in 1997.  By 2001, Bethesda was accredited. 

 The second school to achieve candidate status was World Mission University 

(WMU), which is associated with the Oriental Mission Church.  Their accrediting agency 

was so impressed with WMU’s quality, that the agency granted the school “candidate 

status with commendation.”  WMU began the accreditation process with about 40 

bachelor students.  When they achieved candidate status in 2004, they had grown to 65 

bachelor students.  WMU may achieve accreditation by February 2006. 

 Both schools have a few things in common.  They have strong libraries and many 

professors with doctorates.  Both schools chose to seek accreditation with the Association 

for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE -- formerly Accrediting Association of Bible 

Colleges).  Another common factor was guidance from David Agron, Ph.D.  Agron was 

the academic dean who played the leading role in Bethesda’s accreditation.  He has since 

become an accreditation and fundraising consultant for WMU and nine other schools. 

 The next two Korean colleges to achieve candidate status will probably be KPCA 

College and Theological Seminary, and International Reformed University and Seminary.  

Both are using Agron & Associates as accreditation consultants (www.agron.info) and 

may achieve candidate status by 2006 and 2007 respectively. 

 Accreditation leads to respect, but not all accreditation is alike.  TRACS 

accreditation will enable a school to distribute Federal Student Financial Aid, but will not 

enable graduates to enter as many graduate schools as ABHE accreditation.  (For 
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example, Fuller Seminary accepts graduates from ABHE schools, but not from TRACS 

schools.)  Other schools may seek vocational accreditation.  Their graduates are not 

eligible for graduate work in academic institutions.  In all cases, students must avoid 

schools that choose dis-reputable accrediting associations.  When students graduate from 

schools with “fake accreditation,” they find they cannot continue their education at any 

reputable school.  Students can test the reputability of a school’s accreditation by simply 

asking if the school can distribute Federal Student Financial Aid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


